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ABSTRACT 

In this 0. 8. Commission on civil Rights report, 
denial of equal opportunity to Mexican Americans by exclusionary 
practices in public schools is examined through information gathered 
at a Commission on civil Rights hearing and a subsequent 1969 survey 
of school districts in Arizona, California, Colorado, New Mexico, and 
Texas having enrollments of more than 10% Spanish-surnamed students. 
Although some innovations oriented to closing the educational gap 
between Anglos and Mexican Americans were found, school systems 
generally had not recognized the culture and tradition of the Mexican 
American and had not adopted policies and programs enabling Mexican 
American students to participate fully in the benefits of the 
educational process. Of 3 types of programs that schools may use to 
meet the English language difficulty of Spanish-speaking students 
(bilingual education, English as a second language, and remedial 
reading) , bilingual education was observed to be potentially the most 
advantageous to both Anglo and non-English- speaking students; 
however, bilingual programs were found in only 6. 5 % of the 
schools— possibly because of the great curricular change required. 
Suppression of the Spanish language was found to be the most ove ; rt 
area of cultural exclusion, followed by exclusion of relevant course 
content in terms of Indo-Hispanic history, heritage, and folklore. 
Exclusion of Mexican American community involvement was also noted: 
few school districts availed themselves of community advisory boards, 
contacts with the community, community relations specialists, and/or 
Mexican American educational consultants. Related documents are ED 
052 849 and ED 056 821. (MJB) 
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U.S. Commission On Civil Rights 

The U»S, Commission on Civil Rights is a temporary indepen- 
dent bipartisan agency established by Congress in 1957 and 

directed to: 

» Investigate complaints alleging that citizens are being deprived 
of their right to vote by reason of their race, color, religion, or 
national origin, or by reason of fraudulent practices; 

• Study and collect information concerning legal developments 
constituting a denial of equal protection of the laws under the 
Constitution; 

• Appraise Federal laws and policies with respect to equal pro- 
tection of the laws; 

• Serve as a national clearinghouse for information in respect to 
denials of equal protection of the laws; and 

• Submit reports, findings, and recommendations to the President 
and the Congress, 



Rev. Theodore M. Hesburgh, C.S.C., Chairman 

Stephen Horn, Vice Chairman 

Frankie M. Freeman 

Maurice B. Mitchell 

Robert S. Rankin 

Manuel Ruiz, Jr. 



Members of the Commission 
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THE U.S. COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS 
WASHINGTON, DC. 

May 1972 



THE PRESIDENT 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE 

THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Sirs: 



The Commission on Civil Rights presents this report to you pursuant to Public Law 85-315, as 
amended. 

Continuing its assessment of the nature and extent of educational opportunities for Mexican 
Americans in the public schools of the Southwest, this third report in the series examines denial of 
equal opportunity by exclusionary practices. 

From information gathered through a Commission hearing in San Antonio, and a survey of schools 
and school districts in the five Southwestern States of Arizona, California, Colorado, New Mexico, 
and Texas, in which enrollment was at least 10 percent Spanish surnamed, the Commission 
has ascertained that deprivation by exclusion is being practiced against Mexican American 
students in the school districts of those States. These students number more than a million 
individuals and represent 80 percent of the total Chicano enrollment of the Southwest. 

The dominance of Anglo values is apparent in the curricula on all educational levels; in the 
cultural climate which ignores or denigrates Mexican American mores and the use of the Spanish 
language; in the exclusion of the Mexican American community from full participation in matters 
pertaining to school policies and practices. 

Although some innovations have been noted v/hich begin to close the gap between the two ethnic 
groups, the Commission sees immediate need for further enlightened procedures to unify what 
are now disparate groups in the school systems of the Southwest. 

We urge your consideration of the facts presented and the use of your good offices in effecting 
the corrective action that will enable all Americans to participate equally in the Nation’s 
impressive educational tradition. 

Respectfully yours, 

Rev. Theodore M. Hesburgh, C.S.C., Chairman 

Stephen Horn, Vice Chairman 

Frankie M. Freeman 

Maurice B. Mitchell 

Robert S. Rankin 

Manuel Ruiz, Jr, 

John A. Buggs, Staff Director-Designate 
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